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JOB PROSPECTS BRIGHT FOR 
UM COMPUTER SCIENCE GRADS
By Maribeth Dwyer
UM Publications and Media Relations
f
No matter what career today's college student is preparing for, he or 
she must know something about computers. Business managers use them to automate 
accounting techniques, prepare tax returns and make management forecasts. 
Foresters need them to catalog timber stands, calculate resource yields and 
stimulate the spread of disease or insect infestation. English instructors 
employ them to teach writing. The list goes on.
The growing awareness among students of the importance of acquiring 
some background in computer science is reflected in enrollment statistics 
cited by Dr. John Barr, chairman of the Department of Computer Science at 
the University of Montana.
Barr reports a 100 percent increase in the number of students taking 
computer science courses since 1976. In the same period, the number of computer 
science majors jumped 300 percent.
Some familiarity with the operation of computers brightens a graduate's 
job prospects. And the graduate with a degree in computer science can write 
his or her own ticket. According to the February 9 issue of The Chronicle of 
Higher Education, the demand for computer scientists is 40 percent greater 
than the supply.
JOB PROSPECTS BRIGHT FOR UM COMPUTER SCIENCE GRADS— add one
The same article says that enrollment in computer science courses is 
rising by 20 percent or more per year at some institutions. This year's 
enrollment in UM computer science courses will total 3,300, an increase of 
32 percent over last year's 2,500.
Barr attributes the UM's success in attracting computer science students 
not just to the present popularity of the discipline but to the quality of 
the UM program.
"Our students have access to one of the finest facilities and enjoy one 
of the best opportunities to gain skill and experience with the operation 
of computers in the Rocky Mountain region," he says.
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